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counted for by th.e supposition of its being innate?
We should not expect to find Theists believing that
the appearances in Nature of a contriving Intelligence
are not only insufficient but are not even plausible,
and cannot -be supposed to have carried conviction
either to the general or to the wiser mind. If there
are external evidences of theism, even if not perfectly
conclusive, why need we suppose that the belief of
its truth was the result of anything else? The
superior minds to whom an' appeal is made, from
Socrates downwards, when they professed to give the
grounds of their opinion, did not say that they found
the belief in themselves without knowing from whence
it came, but ascribed it, if not to revelation, either
to some metaphysical argument, or to those very
external evidences which are the basis of the argu-
ment from Design.

If it be said that the belief in Deity is universal
among barbarous tribes, and among the ignorant por-
tion of civilized populations, who cannot be supposed
to have been impressed by the marvellous adaptations
of Nature most of which are unknown to them; I
answer, that the ignorant in civilized countries take
their opinions from the educated, and that in the
case of savages, if the evidence is insufficient, so is
the belief. The religious belief of savages is not be-
lief in the God of Natural Theology, but a mere mo-
dification of the crude generalization which ascribes